Jelly Tots | 19 April 2020
The Great Commission
Hi Jelly Tots parents and carers!

This week's Jelly Tots focuses on the Great Commission. The online KCC service on Sunday will include a short video for the Jelly Tots kids, which looks at some of the ways we use to communicate with each other, as a prompt to think about how we can tell people about Jesus. Afterwards, you should also receive the video by email in case you missed it! If you want to explore this a bit further with your child, I've included a few more resources here that you can use.

The Great Commission is found in the following verses:

Matthew 28: 16-20

"16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
These verses contain a really challenging commandment and a very special promise. The instruction is to keep on telling others about Jesus, expecting them to become His followers and teaching them about how to live for Him. That seems challenging enough in itself, but the instruction doesn’t cover just a small local area but the whole world! For your child, you may want to focus on Jesus wanting everyone to be His friend. Focussing on the love God has for all people, everywhere. 
One thing you may want to emphasise, which I didn't talk about in the video, is that these verses also contain the promise that Jesus will always be with us - "And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
Below are a few ideas and resources from Urban Saints that you can use to explore these themes further with your child if you wish. They are designed for a group setting, but could be adapted for one to one use. Just pick and choose whatever you have the materials / time for! 
Have fun! 

James
Urban Saints Resources 

Activity - Let's Write a Letter

Equipment

Paper, envelopes, pens, pencils, stickers and post box (or large cardboard box).

Lay out the paper and pens etc. so the children can ‘write’ letters. You may have a role play post box but if not the children will enjoy posting their letters into a large cardboard box, especially if you cut a slot in it. If you have time you could paint the box red.

As the children write their letters chat to them about who they are for and what the message is that they are writing.
The Point: Just for fun and also as an introduction to The Great Commission – sharing the good news of Jesus with others. 

Activity - Postcard Story
Equipment

Blank postcards or paper and envelopes, pens and pencils. 

The idea is that the children draw their favourite Bible story and then decide who they can post it to. An adult will need to write the name of the recipient on the reverse and then explain to the child’s parent about posting it to the chosen recipient.

Explain to the children they are doing what Jesus asked His friends to do – telling other people about Him.
The Point: To give the children an opportunity to carry out the Great Commission in an age appropriate way. 

Craft - The World
Equipment

A3 or A4 piece of white card or paper, marker pen, green, brown and blue tissue paper and glue or wax crayons.

Draw or print a simple outline of the world. An example can be found at:

www.supercoloring.com/pages/world-map/
Encourage the children to collage or colour in some of the world using simple colours to differentiate the land from the sea.  As they work on the map talk to them about the different places they have visited and different countries where friends and family live.
The Point: To encourage the children to start to think about the world. 

Song

Sing together “He’s got the whole world in His hands”. Lyrics can be found at www.kididdles.com/lyrics/h005.html but you might like to ask the children what other verses they might like to include e.g. “He’s got people far away in His hands”, “He’s got Grandma in Poland (or wherever is relevant!)”
Alternatively you could have different children point to different places on a world map and sing a verse about whichever countries they point to e.g. “He’s got everyone in Germany in His hands”, etc.

Finish by reminding the children that God loves people everywhere, all around the world, and wants them to know about Jesus.
The Point: To sing a worship song reflecting the love of God for everyone and reminding the children that Jesus wants to be known throughout the world.  

Prayer - Pray for the World
(NOTE - this prayer idea uses lit candles. If you prefer, you could leave these out and use another way to highlight countries) 
Equipment

World map, tea lights, 1 larger candle and matches.
Place the world map and tea lights on a high table away from where the children are doing their activities. Light the larger candle. 

The idea is that the adults can light tea light candles and say a short prayer for world situations or/and for people they know and love in other countries. The prayer is that Jesus’ light and love would shine out in these places.

Once the adult has prayed they place the lighted tea light on the relevant part of the map.

In the interest of safety it’s probably best to have an adult with this activity all the time the candles are alight.
The Point: To pray for situations and people around the world. 

